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McNary-Mapes oe Fails of Enactment 


The bill sponsored by the National Canners Association to 
amend the Food and Drugs Act so as to require the informative’ 
labeling of inferior canned foods failed of enactment in the clos- 
ing hours of Congress when Senator Royal 8. Copeland, of New 
York, objected to consideration of the bill, which had already 
passed the House, and which came up in the Senate after mid- 
night Wednesday, February 27, under the unanimous consent 
rule. 


On Saturday, March 2, Senator Copeland agreed to with- 
draw his objection if the bill were amended in one particular, 
but in the congestion of work during the closing hours it proved 
impossible to have the bill brought up again in the Senate. 

Members of the Association will recall that the proposed 
legislation was the subject of extensive investigation and study 
during the Summer and Fall of 1928, and the bill as finally draft- 
ed for consideration by Congress was introduced in the Senate 
on December 10 by Senator Charles L. McNary, of Oregon. On 
the following day an identical bill was introduced in the House 
by Representative Carl Mapes, of Michigan. 

While the bill introduced in Congress had the approval of 
the canning industry, it was deemed best not to press for action 
until the proposed legislation had been considered by and re- 
ceived the approval of the related industries and trades. Dis- 
cussion of the proposed legislation with related interests in the 
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food industry and trade culminated in the action taken at the 
convention of the National Canners Association and allied asso- 
ciations in Chicago, when the bill was endorsed in principle by 
the National Wholesale Grocers Association, the American 
Wholesale Grocers Association, the National Chain Store Asso- 
ciation, and the National Food Brokers Association. Prior to 
the annual convention the proposed legislation had been dis- 
cussed at meetings of state canners associations, which in every 
instance endorsed the bill. 

Immediately following the annual convention at Chicago, 
requests were made to the Senate Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry and the House Committee on Agriculture for hearings 
on the bill. The hearing before the House Committee on Agri- 
culture took place on January 30, and immediately after the 
hearing the Committee unanimously voted a favorable report on 
the Mapes bill (H. R. 15218). The bill was formally reported 
to the House on February 4, and was then referred to the House 
calendar. Later, to expedite action, it was transferred to the 
Unanimous Consent Calendar, and was reached on this calendar 
February 25. It was passed unanimously in the House and re- 
ported to the Senate on the same day. 

A hearing was held on the McNary bill (S. 4800) before 
the Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry on Febru- 
ary 7, and a favorable report ordered immediately after the 
hearing. The bill was reported out of committee on the same 
day, and went on the Senate calendar. When the House bill (H. 
R. 15218) was reported to the Senate from the House, it was 
placed on the Senate calendar so that it could be acted upon in- 
stead of the Senate bill (S. 4800), thus doing away with the nec- 
essity of formal substitution of the House bill for the Senate bill. 

During the closing hours of Congress the Senate worked for 
a considerable part of the time under a unanimous consent or- 
der of business. Accordingly, if objection was made to the con- 
sideration of a bill, action upon it was blocked. Following his 
objection, which prevented consideration of the bill after mid- 
night on Wednesday, Senator Copeland agreed not only to sup- 
port the measure, but to assist in bringing it before the Senate 
for final consideration if it were so amended as to limit to two 
years the time within which the Secretary of Agriculture would 
be given authority to promulgate the standards provided for in 
the bill. The last opportunity to bring the bill up was lost when 
the Senate reconvened on Sunday morning and voted to recess 
until Monday morning without transacting business. Senator 
Copeland voted against the motion to recess. 
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The study of the proposed legislation by canners, the formal 
endorsement of the principle of the bill by the allied trades at 
the Chicago convention, the sentiment in Congress resulting 
from the hearings before the House and Senate committees— 
all have given the proposed legislation a standing that insures its 
adoption when it can be brought before Congress on its merits. 
The failure of the bill during the session of Congress just closed 
means only that its final enactment has been delayed. 


Consumer Complaints on the Increase 


There has been a very marked increase in the number of 
consumer complaints referred to the Association for investiga- 
tion during the past two months, as compared with the same 
period a year ago. Over 50 per cent of these claims involved ill- 
ness or injury attributed to the alleged presence of foreign sub- 
stances in canned foods, and in an increasing proportion the 
claim has been placed in the hands of a lawyer before it was re- 
ferred to the Association. 

This condition is one that must be viewed with some con- 
cern by the canning industry, for a large majority of these claims 
are evidently either trumped-up or grossly exaggerated. 

It is true that from the standpoint of the Association the 
most economical course to recommend in these cases is a settle- 
ment, but it is hoped that the membership will fully support the 
Association in its policy to resist all claims which are not clearly 
shown to be well founded. That seems to be the only course 
— will lead to any decided improvement in present condi- 
tions. 


Louisville Grocery Conference 


The National Conference of Executives of the Grocery In- 
dustry, which met at Louisville on February 25 and 26, adopted 
a resolution providing for the appointment of a committee to give 
national direction to the continuance of the fact-finding work 
carried on in the Louisville Grocery Survey through the joint 
efforts of the Department of Commerce and the grocers of that 
city. 

W. R. Roach, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, who represented 
the National Canners Association at this meeting, was named as 
a member of this committee, along with Messrs. H. R. Drackett, 
Sydney Anderson, John Coode, T. F. Branham, J. H. McLaurin, 
and Shirley Haas. 
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The resolution provides that this committee shall confer with 
a committee to be appointed by the Secretary of Commerce, 
which shall study and report to an adjourned meeting of the 
Conference to be called as soon as possible after completion of 
the Louisville Survey upon the following: 

1. The need for other surveys of similar or related nature. 


2. The best means of applying the results of the Louisville 
Survey to Louisville business. 

8. The best means of extending these results to national 
problems. 

At the Louisville meeting a preliminary summary of the 
Survey was presented, so far as it had been developed up to that 
time. This preliminary report has been issued in the form of a 
25-page pamphlet. 


Chinese Canned Foods May be Barred from Philippines 


Importation of Chinese canned fruits and vegetables into 
the Philippines will be barred unless local importers of these 
products will comply strictly with the recent administrative de- 


cision of the board of food inspection regarding the non-admis- 
sion of defective foods in the Islands, according to a memoran- 
dum order issued recently by the Philippine Health Service and 
forwarded to the Department of Commerce by the assistant 
trade commissioner at Manila. 


Heavy penalty has been recommended by the director of 
health against violators of this order. It is announced that no 
shipment of canned fruits and vegetables will be recommended 
for admission in the Philippines without the permission of re- 
sponsible officials authorized to examine the goods imported. 

This drastic measure has been taken owing to the results of 
the analysis made by the bureau of science which reveals that 
most of the canned products seized from the Chinese stores are 
defective and dangerous to the health of the people of the city and 
the provinces because of inadequate sterilization. Approximate- 
ly 50 violators of the pure foods law are arrested every two 
weeks, according to the record of chief of the metropolitan divi- 
sion of the bureau of health. 


Another Investigation Proves Canned Food Blameless 

What appeared to be a serious outbreak of illness involving 
canned salmon and canned hominy was recently reported in the 
Chicago newspapers. Three women were in the hospital there, 
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and the attending physician made a preliminary diagnosis of 
botulism. 

At the request of the Association, this outbreak was prompt- 
ly investigated by Dr. Cary of Chicago University. He was 
satisfied after visiting the patients, that the outbreak was prob- 
ably not botulism, although some of the smyptoms resembled 
illness from food poisoning. 

The puzzling feature of the outbreak was the fact that one 
of the women who ate of the suspected meal was not affected 
in any way. When the patients had sufficiently recovered to 
give further details about the events of the day preceding their 
illness, it was found that during the evening they had noticed a 
leak in one of the pipes connected with the mechanical refrigera- 
tor-cooling system. They attempted to stop this leak, but ap- 
parently without much success, and the refrigerating medium 

continued to escape into the apartment until the leak was re- 
paired, which was after the women had been taken to the hos- 
pital. 

As the woman who was not affected had left the apartment 
immediately after the suspected meal, the fact that she was not 
made ill was readily explained, since she was not exposed to the 
fumes of the gas from the refrigerator. It appears that the re- 
frigerant used in this particular type of refrigerator is methyl 
chloride, which is known as an anaesthetic, and which would 
have toxic effects when administered without careful control. 

While the laboratory examination of samples secured in con- 
nection with this investigation is not yet complete, there appears 
little doubt that the cause of illness has been satisfactorily ex- 
plained by this investigation, and another unjust charge against 
canned toods has been clearly refuted. 


Cleveland Census of Industrial Purchases and Distribution 

A preliminary compilation covering one phase of the trial 
census of industrial purchases and distribution in Cleveland, 
Ohio, and environs, has been issued by the U. S. Department of 
Commerce. 

Sales of foods and kindred products by plants with an out- 
put valued at $100,000 or more, totaled $99,232,914 in 1927. Of 
this total, slaughtering and meat packing represented 44.75 per 
cent, and other food products, 55.25 per cent. The percentage 
of the total products distributed through the various channels 
is shown in the following table: 
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tering and meat 
products 
Per cent 


Sold to wholesalers, jobbers, etc. 15.79 
Sold to retailers and chain stores 55.26 
Sold direct to consumers 1,23 
Sold by companies § that 

unable to classify their aie.. 27.72 


Business Conditions 


The volume of trade during the week ended March 2, as 
reflected by check payments, was smaller than in the preceding 
week but greater than a year ago, according to the weekly 
statement of the Department of Commerce. Industrial activity 
as indicated by operations in steel plants was also greater than 
during either comparative period. Freight-car loadings cover- 
ing the latest week showed a gain over the corresponding period 
of 1928. 


The general index of wholesale prices showed a gain over 
both the preceding week and the corresponding period of last 
year. Loans and discounts of Federal resérve member banks 
showed only slight change from the preceding week but were 
higher than a year ago. Interest rates on call loans averaged 
higher than in either the preceding week or the same week of 
last year. 

Business failures covering the latest reported week were 
larger in number than in either the preceding week or the same 
period of 1928. 

CAR LOADINGS 


Miscellaneous 
Week, ended February 28 825,024 226,630 
Preceding week $37,086 248,443 
Corresponding week, 1028 y 300,676 225,800 
Corresponding week, 324,200 282,500 


Merchandise 
L. C. L. 


Truck Crop Markets 


Because Inauguration Day, March 4, was a holiday in the 
District of Columbia, complete information regarding fruit and 
vegetable transactions of the week ending March 2 was not avail- 
able when the Market News Service prepared its weekly report. 
Shipments apparently were maintained in good volume, with 
movement of new crops from the South gradually increasing. 
Strawberries, for example, averaged about 50 carloads each day 
from the State of Florida. Markets for new cabbage and old 
potatoes were rather weak. Old-crop cabbage in western New 
York sold considerably higher, as supplies became lighter and 
lighter. Lettuce declined under the heavy shipments from Im- 
perial Valley, and spinach sold at rather low prices. 


Other food All food and 
: products kindred products 
Per cent Per cent | 
19.64 17.02 
56.72 56.06 
18.61 10.84 
5.08 15.18 
Other 
354,783 
871,672 
831,851 
862,140 
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Texas cabbage markets were very weak. Local reports in- 
dicate that the late crop may not be so heavy as first expected, 
but there probably will still be plenty of cabbage for all needs. 
About 17 carloads of cabbage arrived from Holland during the 
week, 


On February 26 Imperial Valley of California originated 
250 cars of lettuce. 

A peak of about 160 carloads of celery moved from Florida 
on Wednesday. 

Arrivals of tomatoes from Florida and Mexico were still the 
leading lines in the tomato market. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
Feb. 24- Feb. Feb. 26- Total this Total last 


Commodity » Mar. 8 t season to 
season 


117,255 93,004 
58,148 44,415 
50,112 48,679 


Additional Asiatic Beetle Quarantine Promulgated 


Two Asiatic beetles related to the Japanese beetle and for 
which the name Asiatic beetle and Asiatic garden beetle have 
been suggested, are the subject of a quarantine promulgated 
March 2 by the Secretary of Agriculture. The area quarantined 
comprises the vicinity of New Haven, Conn., the Southern tip 
of New York, including Long Island, all of New Jersey, eastern 
Pennsylvania, and an outlying point involving the District of 
Columbia and the adjacent county of Arlington, Va. 


The regulations under the quarantine now promulgated on 
account of the Asiatic beetles are in general of the same nature 
as those recently revised and promulgated on account of the Jap- 
anese beetle. The important difference is the elimination from 


Eastern states ....... 583 671 01 
Western states ...... 1,602 1,160 783 

4 Cabbage: 

1929 season .......... 918 782 632 5,060 4.673 88,062 
1928 season .......... 80 108 267 38,042 87,732 89,007 

’ Carrots: 

4 1929 season .......... 217 233 178 2,005 1,829 7,278 

| 1928 season .......... rT 30 80 7,278 6,165 6,852 

Green peas: 

‘4 3 38 479 416 4,681 
(rear 108 108 85 1,087 872 087 
Mixed vegetables: 

870 759 556 6.014 6.545 38,204 

13 “4 26 124 182 415 

46 a4 40 24,064 18,601 18,744 

Peppers: 
cc 85 78 38 aus 3,568 
50 45 68 411 482 748 
489 364 623 5,789 5.825 10,588 
gs 180 1380 30 017 1,514 6,687 

Tomatoes: 

516 360 2,857 1,142 30,365 

200 326 178 3,657 2,246 5,575 
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the Asiatic beetle quarantine of all control of farm products, 
such elimination being deemed possible on account of the little, 
if any, risk of spread of the Asiatic beetles in the movement of 
such products. This limits the restrictions under this quaran- 
tine to nursery stock and other plants for propagation and to 
sand, soil, earth, peat, compost and manure. Special risk of 
artificial carriage and opportunity for wide movement and spread 
of the Asiatic beetles is by carriage of the grubs either in the 
soil about plants or in other soil, manure, etc. The field enforce- 
ment of this quarantine will be under the same direction as the 
similar enforcement of the Japanese beetle quarantine with head- 
quarters at Camden, N. J. 


Wholesale Business Gained in January 

Sales at wholesale increased in January more than is usual 
at this season, according to the Federal Reserve Board's revised 
index of wholesale sales in eight lines of trade. By lines, the 
largest increases from the previous month were in sales of boots 
and shoes, men’s clothing, and dry goods, and were largely sea- 
sonal in nature. 

Sales of groceries increased 4.5 per cent over December, 
1928, and 7.1 per cent over January of last year. The average 
increase for the eight lines on which the Federal Reserve Board 
collects data was 2.10 per cent over December sales, and 5.4 over 
January last year. 

Stocks of reporting wholesale firms were generally larger in 
January than at the end of December, although stocks of gro- 
cers were smaller. 


Retail Trade in January 


Mail order houses and chain stores reported a seasonal de- 
crease in sales from December to January, but continued to show 
substantial gains in comparison with the preceding year. The 
largest increases from a year ago were reported by mail order 
houses and chains of stores selling drugs, groceries, shoes, ap- 
parel and dry goods. These increases reflected in part the estab- 
lishment during the year of additional stores. 

The increase in the sales of 34 grocery chains in January as 
compared with the same month last year was 19 per cent. The 
chains reporting had 80,431 stores in January of this year as 
compared with 28,763 in January, 1928. 
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= Urges Care in Buying Seed Bean Stocks 

Difficulty in detecting diseased seed of string and garden 
beans has led to a warning by the seed analyst at the Geneva, 
N. Y., Experiment Station that, owing to a shortage of seed 
beans of all types, stocks of questionable value for planting 
purposes have been placed on the market. Positive knowledge 
that the seed comes from fields free from disease or from regions 
seldom afflicted with bean diseases is the only guarantee of 
healthy seed, the seed analyst states. 

Tests made thus far this season in the seed testing labor- 
atory at the Geneva Station show some lots of bean seeds of 
low viability and lacking in vigor, but it is difficult to detect 
disease on the seed unless it is severely infested. Slighty in- 
fected seed will often pass as healthy, while in the case of dark- 
colored beans it is even more difficult to detect symptoms of 
either anthracnose or bean blight unless the injury is severe 
enough to reduce the size of the seed or wrinkle the seed coat. 


Wisconsin Canners Participate in Good Will Tour 


The Wisconsin Canners Association has participated in the 
second annual Wisconsin Good Will Tour, which left Madison on 
February 25, and returned to that city after a twelve-day trip 
through the central, southeastern, and eastern states. The spe- 
cial train was made up of five cars of exhibits and seven Pull- 
mans. The itinerary included Cincinnati, Louisville, Nashville, 
Chattanooga, Atlanta, Jacksonville, Savannah, Columbia, S. C., 
Raleigh, Richmond, Washington, Baltimore, Harrisburg, Pitts- 
burgh and Columbus. 

Up to the time the special train reached Washington on 
March 4, over 32,000 people had visited the exhibits. 


Senate Asks for Information on Agricultural Research 


On Saturday, March 2, the Senate adopted a resolution sub- 
mitted by Senator Copeland providing “that the Secretary of 
Agriculture be requested to make a full report to the Senate as to 
the allocation of funds appropriated by the United States for 
agricultural research and especially in so far as the same re- 
lates to the amount expended in connection with eggs and poul- 
try and the proportion the latter bears to the whole amount ex- 
pended for food research; also a statement as to the benefits de- 
rived by the consumer by such food-research work as is now 
being done.” 
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Exports of Cherries from Italy to United States 

There was an increase in the total value but a decrease in 
the total quantity of the declared exports of cherries from the 
Naples district to the United States in 1928, the exports amount- 
ing to 3,385,074 pounds valued at $455,848 in 1928 compared 
with 3,871,848 pounds valued at $434,372 in 1927, according to 
the American consul at Naples. 

The lower quantity undoubtedly was due to the very poor 
results of the Italian cherry crop, which was well below 1927 
and normal years because of the prolonged rains and low tem- 
perature prevailing during the spring months of 1928. 


Farm Prices 


The index of the general level of farm prices advanced from 
1338 to 136 per cent of the pre-war level from January 15 to Feb- 
ruary 15, according to the U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics. At 136 the index is 1 point above February, 1928, and 
the highest February figure since 1926. 


Statistical Bulletin on Alaska Salmon Fisheries 


The Bureau of Fisheries of the U. 8S. Department of Com- 
merce has issued pa;t I of a Statistical. Review of the Alaska Sal- 
mon Fisheries, covering Bristol Bay and the Alaskan peninsula. 
Copies of the bulletin are available from the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C., at 
20 cents each. 


“What's Inside the Can” 


The magazine section of the New York Herald Tribune for 
March 8 contained an excellent article by Colonel L. Brown, who 
has at various times written articles for this paper on the sub- 
ject of canned foods. 


As regards the effect of canning Mr. Brown says: “Canning 
makes a product neither better nor worse—it merely preserves 
quite faithfully its original qualities.” In discussing the need 
of more informative labels he says it would be a great aid to the 
housewife if the grade, variety, and style of pack or size, and the 
origin were carried on the label, but “in any event, the substan- 
dard a should be plainly marked even if the better grades 
are n ” 


Mr. Brown pays his respects to the “household myth” of the 
necessity of emptying foods from the can as soon as it is opened, 
and points out that “curiously enough, this theory has been kept 
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alive by the canners themselves, who print on labels, ‘Empty as 
soon as opened,’ or words to that effect.” 


Truck Crop News 


The Texas tomato crop is showing up well after the freeze 
and the damage is not as heavy as was first thought. The crop 
is a little late, but it is believed that without any further setback, 
movement to market should begin about the usual time. The 
probable peak of the movement is from May 10-25. 


The early plantings of beans in Texas suffered damage from 
the freeze that will reduce the yield per acre considerably. Later 
plantings are making good headway, with light movement ex- 
pected during the first half of March, and the main movement. 
early in April. 

Recent warm weather and dry winds are causing anxiety to 
growers in the northern section of California. Crops are depen- 
dent on normal! rainfall, and moisture is about exhausted. Warm 
weather on the South Coast and in the Imperial Valley has im- 
proved growing conditions. Carlot movement of asparagus from 
the Delta is expected within the next 10 days. Spring pea ship- 
ments from the Imperial Valley will start the week of March 11. 


The preliminary estimate of California acreage for spinach 
for canning is placed at 17,490 as compared with 12,340 in 1928. 


The preliminary estimate of the acreage of carrots in the 
second early states is placed at 13,370 as compared with 12,850 
last year. 

Intended acreage of peas in the early and second early states 
(California, Florida, Mississippi, and South Carolina) is placed 
at 25,050 as compared with 22,760 acres in 1928. 


Report Available on Portuguese Fisheries 


The Department of Commerce has received from American 
Consul at Oporto, an interesting report on the fishing industry 
in northern Portugal. The report contains statistical tabulations 
showing the quantities of fish caught in the northern part of 
Portugal during 1926 and 1927 and the first six months of 1928. 
An explanation of the disposition of the Portuguese fish catch is 
contained in the report, together with a general description of 
the fish trade and avenues for distribution of fish in that coun- 
try. The two principal fish trades of the country, namely, the 
import trade in codfish and the export trade in sardines, are dis- 
cussed at some length. Comparative statistics of exports of sar- 
dines by countries of destination are given for 1927 and 1928. 
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Copies of this report will be made available to interested 
American firms upon application either direct to the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce in Washington, D. C., or 
through any of the Department's district or cooperative offices. 


Cuban President Retains Authority to Fix Tariff Rates 


The law empowering the President of Cuba to modify the 
tariff rates of that country, which lapsed upon the expiration of 
its three-year term in February, has been reenacted to remain 
in effect until February 29, 1932, according to a report received 
by the Department of Commerce from the American commercial 
attache at Havana. 


Special Session of Congress Called 
President Hoover has called an extra session of Congress to 
convene on April 17, to enact legislation “to effect further agri- 
cultural relief and limited changes in the tariff.” 
Hearings on tariff revision have already been held by the 
House Ways and Means Committee. The House Committee on 


Agriculture will begin hearings on farm relief legislation nine- 
teen days before the special session convenes. 


Former President of Association Dies 


Information has just been received of the death of Walter 
J. Sears, president of the National Canners Association in 1920, 
who passed away at his home in Chillicothe, Ohio, on February 
14, following an operation for appendicitis. Mr. Sears was a 
man of lovable character, with many warm friends both among 
canners and in other business circles. 


Weather Conditions 


The excessive rains over the Southeast prevented much work 
and very little additional truck was planted during the week 
ended March 5, according to the U. S. Weather Bureau, but those 
crops already in did well generally under the favorable tempera- 
ture conditions. Truck is fair to good in Texas, but growth was 
slow, while progress was backward in northern California. De- 
ciduous fruits are developing normally in the South; orchard 
pruning is under way in the Pacific Northwest. Navel orange 
and lemon picking continues in California, with deciduous trees 
budding and blossoming. 


